Curator’s Choice

“Buttons to Trim the Coat in the Manner oo oo

I Wish It to Be”

s George Washington prepared to become the
first president of the United States in April 1789,
there was a sweeping sense of excitement and
celebration in the air. The only American president in
history to be elected by unanimous vote, he experienced

a level of approval and admiration that most politicians
today can only dream of. Traveling from his home at
Mount Vernon to the nation’s capital in New York, he
was greeted by cheering onlookers, impromptu parades,
and lavish ceremonies all along the way (Chernow 2011).
Much as it does today, the inauguration itself consisted

of the oath of office, an address, and vast crowds looking |

‘ i
to commmemorate a moment 1n hlS to I'Y. Figure 1: Detail of The Inauguration of George Washington by Ramon de Elorriaga, 1889.

Believed to have been produced in New England by hardware or coi military paraphernalia. Tl 1gge hat at least one of the tenants may

makers, the buttons were available in copper, brass, and silver plate  have had a connection to the Continental Army (Bedell et al. 1999:89, 91),

(Luscomb 1967:214). perhaps a member of a militia who expressed his national pride by wearing
a set of “Washington Inaugurals.”

“ N 7 ashington Inaugurals” were the very first American presidential
mementos, treasured both then and now for their place in
history and for the patriotic pride that they signified. While political
memorabilia today tends to be throwaway, farcical, and certainly less
permanently attached to our clothing, these buttons started it all!

Figure 2: Varieties of “Washington Inaugurals” Credit: Photo plate from "George Washington Inaugural Buttons

and Medalets, 1789-1793", J. Harold Cob. http://kirkmitchell.tripod.com/CobbGW/.

Figure 3: “Washington Inaugurals” from the Weldin site (left) and McKean-Cochran

site, photo courtesy of the Delaware Division of Historical & Cultural Affairs.
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